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Professor DAHLAN BIN ISMAIL, PhD
E-mail: dahlan@putra.upm.edu.my
: Specialization: Animal Production Systems

Dahlan#EﬂEiJ‘*‘aG)X-v'lz—-’/‘ Date of Birth: 1 July 1955

Dahlan Ismail born in 1955, complete his doctoral course at the Graduate School of
Agriculture and obtained a PhD of Kyoto University in 1989. He received his Doctor of
Veterinary Medicine and Master of Science in the field of animal breeding and meat
science from Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM) in 1979 and 1985 respectively. He was
promoted to be a professor of animal production systems in the Faculty of Agriculture,
UPM in 1998. He was responsible for the re-opening and setting up of the UPM Bintulu
Campus in Sarawak, East Malaysia. He served as senior team members and became
the first Dean of the Faculty of Agricultural Sciences and Food from 2001 to 2004. From
January 2005 to June 2007 he went back to Faculty of Agriculture at UPM main
campus. In July 2007 Dahlan was appointed as Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research and
Innovation) of Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) by Ministry of Higher Education Malaysia as a secondment for 3
years. His responsibility was to secure university’s research and development budgets and to encourage and
motivate academicians to strengthen their research and innovation capabilities and actively involve in consultancies
since UUM is a Malaysian Management University. He finished his 3 years term and went back to UPM in August
2010 as a senior professor of Faculty of Agriculture.

K

His research areas were mainly focus on the sustainability of animal-agricultural production systems. He has
conducted research on Sustainable Integrated Livestock-Crops Production Systems — mostly works on integrating
livestock (ruminants-cattle, sheep, goat, buffalo and deer) in plantation crops like oil palm, rubber and agroforestry
systems for multiple production purposes. He has developed "Decision Support System software called LICRO’ that
can be used for planning of Livestock-crops integrated production systems. He also conducted research on animal
products and by-products quality evaluation in order to develop cattle grading systems for cattle-oil palm plantations
integrated production systems. Further to that he had conducted research on animal feedstuff evaluation and
processing. He had evaluated oil palm frond (OPF) as fibre feed resources for ruminant and developed feedmill to
produce OPF pelleted feed. Beside that he had conducted research on deer, mousedeer and wildlife breeding,
feeding and management in captivity. He had determined and evaluated deer ecologically carrying capacity and
production in agroforestry systems and bio-park.

The purpose of his 9 weeks visit to Graduate School of Agriculture, Kyoto University (KU) are to explore new
knowledge on animal production systems — especially on advancement of modeling and simulation techniques in
animal production systems; to have an academic and research discussions for re-freshment and new technological
exposure; to visit and study Japanese Farmers Co-op Systems and its sustainability; to visit his dearest friend,
Professor Hiroyuki Hirooka, Division of Applied Biosciences, Laboratory of Animal Husbandary Resources, Graduate
School of Agriculture, KU and lastly, to study the organizational structure of Graduate School of Agriculture and
Kyoto University as an example of one of the best University in Asia.

After more than 22 years since he left Kyodai and Kyoto City, he found that not much changes have been occured,
except the new KU Museum, the New Kyoto Eki, newly renovated Laboratory of Animal Husbandary Resources and
the Graduate School of Agriculture. The changes that he noticed were almost all people (staff and students) in the
laboratory are new faces, young and energertic, a lot of new facilities and equipments, but the culture and style of
research and study are sustained.

He felt that to be back at Kyoto is really nostalgic experience. Food he like most in Kyoto are udong, sakana, all
seafood, sushi and tempura. His hobby is appreciating nature, especially Kyoto Japanese Cultural Heritage and
beautiful parks and rivers, so he felt very lucky this time because managed to see sakura blooming “hanami’ and
enjoying sight seeing in Kyoto.

Message to the lab members;

If you want to be success in your life.... you should plan your life strategically and timely. You should do SWOT
analysis on yourself... identify your strengths (S, +ve). weaknesses (W, -ve), opportunities (O, +ve) and threats (T, -
ve). Capitalize on your strengths and opportunities, positive aspects (S & O) of yourself and improve your
weaknesses and avoid your threats. And finally do not run away from any problems, take the challange... turn the
problems into opportunities. Remember, with knowledge we serve and contribute toward the sustainability of our
mother earth.
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